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e APTTY 8D DYI3Y 3TN Ti;‘? Ty U - itis a nation hat will dwell alone, and will not be reckoned
among the nations. Unity in Israel is a basic principle in Judaism. We have formulated this principle
i one sentence: You are one, Your name is one, and whe is like Your people Israel. a unique nation on
earth? (Minchah Amidah of Shabbos).

The principle of unity expresses itself in two ways, First, the unity of Jews as members of a spiri-
tual COTTIORILY, s & congregation which was ziiahlened through the conclusion of the covenant at
Motmt sinan: And you shall be unto me a kingdom of princes and a holy nation (Ex. 19:6). The unity of
the Jewish people as a community is based upon the uniquenass of the Jewish way of life—a Torah
existence. What ties the Yemenite water carrier in the streets of Tel Aviv to the Jews of Boston? A
uniform Orach Chaim, the Shema Yisrael, Shabbos, Kol Nidrei night, the Seder night, kaskrus, tefillin,

¢] the characteristic trait of kindness, the hope and yearning for redemptior. The Hebrew wor :
congregation, s the same as ed, witness, and edus, testimony; ¢ us a spiripual-religious entity-is tied-
through a ranscendental-ethical consciousness to a vast memory of a people about a divine law
with a common past and a collective future. A collective testimony united us all into a Jewish com-
munity The Jew who erases from his memory this great tesiimony, destroying the unique coliective

[(; tradition, breaks the tie which joins him with the Jewish community as part of a congregation, as
part of a spiritual Torah entity.

Unity also manifests itself in our unique pelitical-historical lot as a nauon, We are unique not
enly in our way of life, but also in our historical transmigrations and in our paradoxical fate. Qur
history would net fit into 2 different historical framework, and our fate is incomprehensible. The

. 'Vk enigma of our existence is primarily Tevealed through our loneliness and Our attiction in all times,

the current era included. It is a nation that will dwell alone, and will not be rechoned among the nations.
The State of Israel did not avoid this unique fate; guite the contrary, it has given expression to it in
a more concrete fashion. No Jew can renounce his part of the unity, which emerges from the fate of
loneliness of the Jewish people as a nation. This polirical-historical unity is based upon the conclu-
sion of the covenant in Egypt, which occurred even prior 10 the giving of the Torah at Sinal: And |
shall take you to Me as a people, and [ will be a God to you {Ex. 6:7). This covenant ferced upon us all
one unifort historical fate. The Hebrew word am, nation, is identical to the Hebrew word im, with.
Our fate of unity manifests itself through 2 Tistorical mATSpensable ULion.

\ L ’ T e
wash interesis regarding the defense of Jawish

2

‘hen we are faced with a problem for |

rights i -Jewish w
mt;;-ij‘l [hi non-Jewish world, then all groups and movements must be united. In this area, there
12y nol be any divisi i8¢ any rction i ish cam T disasirons e
,12 l : y 1&1{ € any dn‘.slon, because any friction in the Jewish camp may be disastrous for the entire
eople. In this reaim, we must consid i { uni atior :
I m, ider the ideal of unity as a political-histori i i
peo i itical-historical nat h
peop e, In tis .  1dez 1 D t nation, which
em:Me ::: exleryine from Mendes-France 1o the “old-fashioned” Jew of Meah Shearim—without
weption, In the cremareria, the ashes of the chasidi i ’
ot es of the chasidim and pious Jews were put together with
ashes of the radicals and the i : e
th Is ar atheists, And we all I LW i i
, iohes ol the radicals and the snd we all must fight the enemy, who does not differentiaze
3‘( " ose who believe in God and those who reject Him
Whth regard to our prot 5 within i ish c it
o g o problemb‘ within fihe Jewish community}, however—our spiritual-religious
e h—sjtﬁ- : as; e‘m_zsﬁ educalion, symnagogues, councils of rabbis—whereby unity is expressed
rough spiritual-ideclogical collectivi s h com ity 1 ion th
3 gical collectivism as a Torah community, it is my opini
‘ : ' nity, it is my opinion that Orthodoxy
cannj Y . . ?1_’ 5 . - - v 0 O){}
notand should not unite with such groups which deny the fundaFeTaS ST 0T Weltanschauunyg

q\icmm“m{’? Covenant and Commiiment, pp. 143-144

From its very incepti i triki i
3 ptien, Judaism has been strikingly different from ather faiths. 1t has embodied
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Jideas, a way of life, and aspirations for the future which set the Jewish people apart from other
groups. A rather unfriendly observer, Balaam still felt compelled to characterize the Jews as a nation
that will dwell alone, and will not be reckoned among the nations.

There are three primary areas of distinctiveness without which Judaism would lose jts €5-

sential character.

T Tommanaments. These are the mitzvos, behavioral imperatives, which are derived from the di-
vine will, T}E find their precise formulation in the halachah, Jewish Law, and have been codified
by Torah scholars over the centuries. These commandments are very personal to the observant Jew,
reflecting the inner mystery of Isracls commitment to God. They have suggestive meanings and
emotional overtones which are known only to the two partners of the covenant. To equate these

ymitzvos with the ritual ohservances of another faith is to belie the distinctiveness of both. To declare
these mitzvos as no longer obligatory 1s to divest judaism of its primary mark of singularity. Such
acts of reductionism are essentially fraudulent.

Doctrines. Judaism regards its dogmas and values as verities
wradition and whose authority is ultimately divine. Our theological and philosophical
about God, man, and creation are uniguely Jewish and, through the course of centuries, have
been preserved despite efforts at dissuasion, ridicule, and torture. We in modern times have not
been authorized by cur millennia-old history to revise these historical attitudes or to trade the
fundamentals of our faith for the illusory pursuit of nterfaith goodwill. This would be a betrayal of
our great tradition and would, furthermore, produce no practical benefits. A cringing readiness 1o
barter away our identity will never evoke the respect of any who confront us. Only a staunch and

4unequivocal hearing, reflecting our firm commitment to God and a sense of pride and privilege in
what we are, will impress other faith communities.

Future Expectations. Judaism foresees and eagerly
tien &f Jewish singularity and chosenness, the ingathe
establishment of the Temple, the universal acknowledgment of ethical monotheism, and the realiza-
son of world peace. These beliefs have sustained us for countless centuries in periods of rial. They
are called eschatological expectations, since they represent our vision of the furure which we an-
ticipate, with exultant certainty. Other faiths define their eschatological expectations in other terms.

Adopting the religious practices of others, the dilution of dogmatic certitudes, and the waiving
of eschatological expectations would spell the end of the vibrant and great faith experience of our

four-thousand-vear-old history. (Reflections, Vol 1, pp. 171-172
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awaits the coming of the Messiah, the vindica-
ring of the dispersed in the Holy Land, the re-
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